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book-keeping, the preparation of financial statements, and
the provision for an audit of accounts. It appoints municipal
inspectors or auditors who carry out investigations and report
irregularities. The rating system is usually applied to the
ai^nual rental value of property, but, where the rates do not
meet all the municipal expenditure, aid is provided from the
state treasury, and some municipalities derive revenue from
public utility undertakings, such as electricity service.
Councillors, who are commonly elected for a term of three
years, select a mayor and president or chairman from among
themselves, and like councillors in England they are or-
dinarily unpaid for services.
The  cities,  with  some  exceptions,   derive  power from
special statutes, and are not supervised by the local govern-
ment department.    Sydney is  governed  by  a  council of
twenty unpaid alderman, four from each of five wards elected
triennially, who  like  the councillors  in  Melbourne  follow
British precedent in annually selecting a mayor from among
themselves.    The council receives no direct grant from the
state, levies rates upon the unimproved value of property,
and has authority to maintain the streets (the traffic is regu-
lated by state police), establish markets, provide for public
health and sanitation, inspect food, and maintain parks and
libraries.    In  the  administration  of  Sydney,  as  of other
Australian cities,  one encounters ad hoc boards,  like the
statutory authorities in nineteenth-century England, which
provide specific services for the city and neighbouring munici-
palities.    Such are the Board of Fire Commissioners of New
South Wales, the Metropolitan Water Sewage and Drainage
Board, and the Sydney County Council Electricity Under-
taking.    In the Melbourne metropolitan area of more than
twenty cities there are similar ad hoc boards with specific
functions.    The   Melbourne   and   Metropolitan   Board   of
Works, for example, is a.statutory corporation representing
twenty-two municipalities, which deals among other matters
with water supply, sewerage1, and rivers and streams within
the urban area.    By contrast the Melbourne and Metro-
politan Tramways Board has no representatives of the local
councils, but has seven members appointed by the state